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At Ottewell School
We believe in:
• the uniqueness and worth of each individual in our learning

community
• the ability of every child to learn
• a team approach to learning – school staff, students, parents, and the

community
• working together to promote excellence in education

We are committed to:
• providing high quality teaching and learning
• setting high expectations for student attitudes, behaviour and

achievement
• maximizing opportunities for individual growth
• providing and promoting the establishment of strong relationships

based on mutual respect, fairness and trust between students and
teachers

• providing welcoming, high quality learning and working
environments

• providing clear expectations for learning
• emphasizing literacy, numeracy, and critical and innovative thinking
• engaging students in learning through a focus on 21st century

literacies across all curriculums
• empowering students to take responsibility for their own learning



• Build on outstanding learning opportunities for all
students.

• Advance action towards anti-racism and reconciliation.
• Promote a comprehensive approach to student and staff

well-being and mental health.

Ottewell School

Vision
Enhancing pathways for student success

Mission
Our commitment to high-quality public education serves the 
community and empowers each student to live a life of dignity, 
fulfilment, empathy and possibility.

Values
Accountability, collaboration, equity and integrity

Division Priorities 2022 - 26
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Principal’s Message
Welcome to Ottewell School! This is an exciting time for prospective 
students and parents as you explore options and choices of junior high 
schools. Ottewell is an exciting, innovative junior high with a rich
tradition of excellence and high standards for all our students. Ottewell 
School attracts motivated students from over 30 elementary schools who 
are seeking an academic experience second to none. We are very proud of 
our school and the variety of programs and extracurricular activities which 
are open to all students at Ottewell. Our school is focused on excellence 
in academics through our Gifted and Talented Program, our Academic 
Enrichment Program, our award-winning Band program, athletics, Mandarin 
Bilingual program, and the development of high-quality citizens. 

Outstanding programs, excellent facilities, and a safe and productive 
environment await you at Ottewell School. Make your junior high school 
experience memorable as you participate in a wide variety of teams, clubs, 
and school events. Strive for excellence while developing the character, 
citizenship and leadership skills that will give you a distinct advantage in high 
school and beyond. The highly skilled staff at Ottewell is dedicated to helping 
each student acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes they need to reach 
their potential. Together we can achieve great success and create a school 
where excellence is the standard!

I encourage you to explore our school, through the variety of digital and 
virtual tools available to you which can be found on our school website by 
visiting ottewell.epsb.ca. Experience our fantastic programs and feel the Titan 
pride and positive school culture that flows throughout our school and in our 
community!

Jason Smith
Principal

Ottewell SchoolOttewell School
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Registration and Transition

Ottewell’s friendly staff and students will support and assist you in 
taking this exciting step. In February, you will sign into 
SchoolZone and select Ottewell as your preferred school. 

Once enrolled and your registration is confirmed, students will be 
invited to our annual grade 7 "Sneak-a-peek" at the end of 
August, prior to the start of school. At this fun event, students 
will meet other new students in small groups, will be given a 
school orientation by friendly student volunteers, get their 
timetable and locker, and learn where their classes are. Parents 
will receive important information and be given an overview 
and orientation to the school. Throughout the process, we are here 
to help you at every step.

“Wher e Excellence Is The Sta ndar d” Ottewell School

Pre-enrol in SchoolZone

Each spring, parents across the Division pre-enrol to tell us 
the school they’d like their child to attend next year. Pre-
enrolment helps families plan and allows schools to prepare 
based on the number of students expected to attend in the 
fall.

Between February 1st and March 22nd, parents of 
students currently attending Division schools can 
select their child’s preferred school for 2024-25 by signing 
in to their parent SchoolZone account. 

New to Edmonton Public Schools? Parents of children who 
are new to Edmonton Public Schools must complete a student 
registration form which is available online at epsb.ca 
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FindFind  AchievementAchievement
We are extremely proud of our students and their success at Ottewell. Year 
over year our students continue to achieve very high results. Due to the 
hard work done by our students, the outstanding job done by our staff, and 
the support of parents and caregivers at home. 

 Ottewell  Division  Province
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Student Counsellor
Ottewell has its own counsellor available to students two days per week for 
students who may require help with social, emotional and personal 
concerns. No student should hesitate to seek help when it is required. 
Students can arrange to access assistance by requesting an appointment 
through the general office or making direct contact with our counsellor.

● Academic, career or personal counselling

● Learning, study and test-taking assistance

● Community support referrals

Academic Support Centre
The Academic Support Centre (ASC) is designed to provide additional 
support to students in the core subject areas. Student participation in the 
ASC is determined in collaboration between students, parents, teachers and 
administration. Students may receive one on one and/or small group support 
up to three times per week in their timetable.

Assessment Catch-up
At Ottewell, we take a firm stand on assessment completion. Student 
achievement is certainly impacted by a failure to complete homework or turn 
in assignments. We are pleased to provide multiple opportunities throughout 
each week for students to complete any missed assignments. Our goal is for 
every student to demonstrate their very best!

Noon-hour Help Sessions
Individualized assistance is available in Math, Science, Language Arts and 
Social Studies every lunch hour. The schedule of teachers and classrooms for 
this assistance is posted throughout the school. Students are encouraged to 
drop in to obtain additional instruction and help, either individually or in a 
small group setting.

Find Find Suppor tSuppor t
There are a number of possible ways to ensure 
that you will get the most out of your junior 
high school experience and we want to make sure 
that you are adjusting and doing well throughout 
the year. If problems arise, remember that help is 
available from your teacher, counsellor or the 
administration. The bottom line is that we are 
here to help you reach your goals and feel 
comfortable. There really is a special feeling at 
Ottewell – come and experience it for yourself!
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FindFind  EnrichmentEnrichment Education is the kindling of a f ame,

not the f lling of a vessel—Socrates

GIFTED AND TALENTED  

REQUIREMENT: Students are tested academically 
and coded by their elementary school.

The Gifted and Talented Program assists high-ability, 
high-achieving students in achieving their learning goals. 
Eligible students tend to remember with little practice, 
work and learn quickly, understand abstract relationships, 
generate ideas, show curiosity and strong   interests. 

At Ottewell, students are clustered for their core 
subjects while participating in option classes 
according to their course requests. Teachers of these 
students build a differentiated classroom that 
includes elements specifically tailored to meeting 
the needs of a range of high ability 
learners. Programming directions are based on 
current research and literature in the area of gifted education.

Program Delivery 
• Flexible instruction and pacing that matches students’

academic needs, abilities and goals
• In-depth study of complex and challenging concepts

and interdisciplinary studying
• Opportunities to demonstrate knowledge and skills

through a variety of learning activities
• Supportive environment consisting of other high-

achieving students

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 

REQUIREMENT: Students must be in grade 7 or 8 and 
should have a minimum of 80%+ in their four core subjects. No 
academic testing required.

The Academic Enrichment Program offers motivated students 
rigorous academic experiences by deepening their learning 
in the core subjects of Mathematics, Science, English 
Language Arts, and Social Studies. Students will engage in 
enriched course-work while striving for high academic 
achievement. 

They will also enjoy being challenged to expand their 
knowledge and skills through authentic learning and real-world 
application. This program is an opportunity for students to 
acquire competencies, ex-plore different ways of thinking and 
concepts to engage in higher levels of learning as global citizens.

Program Delivery 
• Offer academically rigorous programming and deepen learning

of Alberta Education’s learning outcomes in Language Arts,
Science, Social Studies and Math

• Explore, discuss, and meaningfully construct concepts and
relationships in contexts that involve authentic learning and real-
world applications relevant to the learner

• Use a variety of effective research based strategies

For additional information about our Academic programming, please contact Mrs. Andriachuk at 
tina.andriachuk@epsb.ca

ol  9Ottewell Scho
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Find Culture
Mandarin Bilingual Program 
(prerequisite is required)

Ottewell was the first Edmonton Public School Division site for 
the Junior High Mandarin Bilingual Program. In the Ottewell 
Mandarin Bilingual program, students have the opportunity 
to continue developing their Mandarin proficiency so that they 
can confidently and competently use Mandarin in a variety of 
situations for communication, personal satisfaction and further 
learning. Students also develop their cultural competence 
and international perspectives by learning Chinese 
language and culture. Students who have studied in the 
bilingual program in elementary school are eligible to take 
this course. Students without previous Mandarin class 
experience but who are proficient in the language may also 
be able to join this program following an evaluation by our 
Mandarin teacher.

中英双语，展翅腾飞。
奥华中学是爱城公立教育局成立最早的中英双语
初中。本校中英双语学生具有在汉语各项能力和
知识方面继续深造的机会，以便达到更加自信、
更加有效地运用汉语的目标，为将来进一步深造
打好基础。

学生通过汉语言和中华文化的学习，在文化能力
和国际视野方面亦可得到全面的发展。凡小学中
英双语课程毕业的学生均可以报名入学。未上过
双语课程的小学毕业生，其汉语水平经本校汉语
教师评价合格者，也可进入奥华中英双语课程学
习。

BENEFITS TO LE ARNING MANDARIN
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F i n d  La n g u a g e
Students at Ottewell can chose French or Mandarin for their second language component. 

French
Apprenez! Jouez! Venez à Ottewell pour parler et s’amuser en Français! 

Learn! Play! Come to Ottewell to speak and have fun in French! The French as a 
Second Language Program at Ottewell is designed to help beginner French 
learners develop the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to 
communicate in a variety of real-life contexts. Common areas of interest and 
thematic units are used to make language learning meaningful and engaging. 
Students focus on speaking skills first in fun and interactive activities that 
encourage risk-taking  and allow time for confident practice. Students will 
engage in learning activities such as games and music to practice vocabulary 
and complete assessments such as lip-syncing to popular French songs, inter-
preting lyrics, giving school tours, and creating board games.

Mandarin Language and Culture
Beginner Level  (no pre-requisite required)
学好中国话，朋友遍天下
This program is intended for any student who wishes to learn a new 
and interesting language and more about Chinese culture. China is 
one of the growing powers in the Pacific Rim and one fourth of the 
world’s population speaks Chinese. The ability to communicate in 
Chinese is a valuable asset for future career de-velopment. This 
course will enable students to develop the skills necessary to 
communicate with others who speak and read Chinese and to 
better prepare themselves to participate fully in our national and 
international communities. A variety of activities including music, 
role-playing, audio/visual tapes, pair and group work, help students 
increase their language abilities and interest in language learning. 

ol  11Ottewell Scho
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FindFind  Your PathYour Path
FIND YOUR PATH

STEP 2: SELECT COURSES
Art

Band
Computer Applications (3d printing, Robotics, Coding) 

Construction
Drama

Environment Outdoor Education
Film Studies

 Food Studies
Forensic Science (Crime Scene Investigation) 

Leadership
Photography
Sport Fitness

STEP 1: SELECT ONE LANGUAGE COURSE 
French as a Second Language
 Chinese Language and Culture

Bilingual Mandarin

Options
At Ottewell School, students are encouraged to explore many difference career pathways through our ex-
citing and diverse range of options. Students select from two different language streams and then select 
from 12 different options arranged in a combination of full year and trimestered options. Students take 
two option classes at a time with each option class meeting three times per week. Please refer to the 
chart below to see how our option courses work and read about each option in the following pages of this 
view book. Still have questions? Please contact us and we would be happy to assist you! 
Courses offered are dependent upon teacher availability and student demand. Not all courses are available 
at all times.



“Wher e Excellence Is The Sta ndar d”

FIND YOUR PATHFIND YOUR PATH
Art
Art is a multi-phase creative process. Students are 
able to explore a variety of mediums and forms, to 
create and develop their own personal artistic style. 
Through looking at other respected artists, 
reflecting on other peer works, and collaboratively 
sharing their own ideas and works, they are able to 
appreciate a variety of different approaches and 
styles. Students will be introduced to art activities 
and projects including sketching, drawing, 
sculpture (wire, wood, plasticine), and numerous 
other media to create works of art.

Computer Applications
Students will explore the many facets, elements 
and principles of print and digital design, 
Internet computing and web development. The 
course utilizes the use of a computer to explore 
the limitless world of creativity. The course  
includes 3D printers, Lego Robotics, Website 
Development and Coding.  

Construction
Students are offered an introduction to 
construction fabrication processes through a 
variety of project work. No prerequisites are 
required and students are encouraged to progress at 
their own rate. Students will learn tool and 
machine identification to use tools and machine 
safety, project planning and construction finishing. 
Shop safety is always given top priority.

“Wher e Excellence Is The Sta ndar d”
ol   13
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Band
Welcome to our award-winning music program 
that is quite simply second to none! The grade 7 
instrumental music program gives students the 
opportunity to expand their musical knowledge by 
learning a woodwind, brass or percussion 
instrument. Previous musical experience is not a 
requirement. Students in private or group lessons 
(i.e. piano, violin) are encouraged to participate to 
enrich their musical experience. These students 
will be a valuable asset to the program. The school 
band performs at school concerts, local and 
regional festivals and school presentations. 
Students can attend overnight music camps and 
festival trips.

At the start of the year, students are given the 
opportunity to experiment on all the instruments 
before selecting the one that they feel they would 
be most successful at. All grade 7 music students 
are members of the Ottewell Grade 7 Band and 
have the chance to participate in a beginner’s day, 
two school concerts, two music festivals, and a 
three-day music camp. Most of these activities are 
during school time so students are able to partici-
pate in other extracurricular activities within the 
school and community.

Ottewell Band's regularly perform at the Alberta International Band Festival, Jazz Works Festival Showcase Concerts, and 
the Alberta Band Association Festival of Bands where they have been repeatedly recognized with the highest possible ratings. 

They have held a standing invitation to perform at MusicFest Nationals since 2018. In 2023 out of 147 bands 
participating in the provincial festival of bands, Ottewell bands received the only two Adjudicator's Choice awards given out to 

junior high school band programs in Alberta!
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FIND YOUR PATH
Drama

Drama is not only for those who are good at acting. Drama is an 
important course for everyone. It helps build greater personal 
appreciation for the fine arts. In Drama, students can experience 
and explore life skills in a safe, supportive, caring environment. 
Development of skills using voice, expression and body language will 
assist in strengthening personal confidence and presentation. 
Students in drama will experience theatrical games, concentration 
and relaxation exercises, mime, vocal exercises, one-minute speeches, 
monologues, and video broadcast techniques, creativity and 
improvisation. Drama is a performance-based course. If you enjoy 
working in group situations or would like to develop leadership 
skills, Drama is for you. Develop your creativity and imagination! 

Environment Outdoor Education

Do you enjoy life in the great outdoors? Environment Outdoor 
Education prepares you for the world of fishing and hunting. Learn 
to fly fish, ice fish and the art of fly tying and fly casting. Sleep in a 
lean-to that you build yourself! We also learn to chop wood and 
whittle around the fire. Other activities include skating, cross-
country and downhill skiing, rock climbing and 3D Archery.

Students will have an opportunity to develop an appreciation of the 
role that outdoor activities play in the achievement and 
maintenance of personal fitness by participating in a variety of 
activities. Students will also learn about ways to protect and 
improve areas in the environment where recreational outdoor 
activities occur.

an opportunity to develop an appreciation 
of the role that outdoor activities play in 
the achievement and maintenance of 
personal fitness by participating in a variety 
of activities. Students will also learn about 
ways to protect and improve areas in the 
environment where recreational outdoor 
activities occur.

ol   15
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FIND YOUR PATH
Film Studies
Students will critique movies of all types 
and genres. In addition to watching movies, 
students are expected to complete questions 
and projects pertaining to the films, as 
well as review professional movie reviews, 
and discuss key elements of the film.  

Food Studies
Join the only class where you eat your assignments! 
Work in teams interpreting recipes to make 
everything from fresh cheese to chicken wings and 
fajitas. Recipes take your taste buds around the 
world: butter chicken from India, fettuccine 
Alfredo from Italy, hummus from the Middle East, 
and more! Participate in food challenges: muffin 
makeover, casserole creation, and food truck 
sliders. In these challenges you write your own 
recipe from scratch and then whip it up in the 
kitchen. We’ve been known to have teachers stop 
by to judge the best original creations. Blog about 
your experience in the kitchen to create a 
portfolio demonstrating the useful knowledge 
and skills you have gained in the selection, 
preparation, and serving of food.

“Wh e r e  Ex c e l l e n c e  Is  Th e  St a n d a r d ”
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FIND YOUR PATH
Forensic Science
Students dissect crime scenes through focusing on analyzing 
handwriting samples, differentiating colors of hair samples, natural 
and man-made fibers, blood typing with synthetic samples, and 
collecting and comparing fingerprint samples. 

Leadership
If you are passionate about making a difference within this class, 
your school, and the extended community, then this course is for 
you! As a student in Leadership, you will learn about yourself, what 
you are capable of and what you can accomplish when you set your 
mind to it. You will ultimately grow as a team player, a creative 
thinker, an effective communicator, and a capable citizen. As a part 
of this course, students gain experience planning events within the 
school and volunteering within the greater community.

Photography
Do you love snapping photos and creating  Instagrammable 
images? Dive deeper and learn the ins and outs of digital 
photography in this class! Gain a fresh perspective or a new lens, if you 
will, in which you view the world around you. In this 
introductory course, students will learn the basics of using a 
digital SLR camera (provided), characteristics of good image 
composition and explore digital image editing methods. 

Sport Fit
Do you enjoy being physically active or want to improve your 
fitness level? This course is perfect if you want to expand and 
enhance your physical education experience. Students will be 
exposed to fitness training methods that enhance strength, power, 
cardiovascular endurance, balance and flexibility. There will be a 
variety of on and off-site activities such as yoga, Zumba, 
spinning, climbing, and much more! The goal of Sport Fit is to 
promote active living and a healthy lifestyle.

“Wh

e r e  Ex c e l l e nc e Is Th e  St a nd a r d ”
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Physical Education
Physical Education is an important part of a student’s education program; it 
instills in students the confidence and knowledge to make physical activity 
choices in their daily lives. At Ottewell, we believe Physical Education must 
be a place where students are given maximum opportunity to participate in 
order to reach their potential. All students are provided with quality physical 
education by qualified physical education teachers, who create an environ-
ment that is both physically and emotionally safe so that students at every 
skill level feel comfortable participating.

Our goal is to make the program diverse enough to allow every student the 
opportunity to participate in activities which provide success and enjoyment. 
Through the Physical Education experience each student has the opportun-
ity to develop fitness, skills, cooperation, sportsmanship, leadership, respect 
and honesty. 

In addition, a number of lunch hour intramural activities are offered where 
students can play with their homerooms. If students want something more 
competitive, we also offer a variety of competitive athletic teams.

FindFind  WellnessWellness
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City championship titles!

• 2019 Coed Curling City
• 2019 Senior Girls Basketball City Finalist
• 2019 Girls Soccer City
• 2021 Boys Soccer City Bronze Medalists
• 2021 Girls Volleyball
• 2022 Coed Curling City
• Multiple medalists in cross-country running 

and track & field 

FF                                      i  dind   t      sA t h l e t i c s
At Ottewell, we encourage and support the pursuit of 
athletic excellence within an educational environment. 
More than 200 dedicated and enthusiastic Titan student 
athletes participate in a full complement of sports teams. 
Participation in athletics can add to a quality educational 
experience and open up new doors of learning and 
leadership. 

Titan teams include: archery, badminton, basketball, 
cross country running, curling, flag football, golf, 
indoor outdoor soccer, Journal Games, soccer, slo-pitch, 
rugby, track and field, and volleyball.

Students who are not successful in securing a spot on one of 
are teams are invited to participate in Developmental teams. 
Coaches work to further their skill development to keep kids 
active and to help their chances of making a team next year. 

All athletes at Ottewell sign an “oath”, pledging to 
demonstrate their pride, commitment and sportsmanship at 
all times. Athletes must also meet certain standards in relation 
to classroom attendance in order to remain eligible to practice 
and compete with their respective teams. All students who 
participate in athletics earn points towards year-end TAP 
awards or Titan Participation Awards. Come out and 
become part of the Titan experience as an athlete or a fan!

Some of my best junior high school memories have been with my Titan 
teammates in the gym or cheering in the stands!—Grade 9 Student
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Get Involved

At Ottewell we know that there is more to your junior high 
school experience than classes and homework. Outside of your busy 
academic schedule you need to be able to un-wind and enjoy your life as a 
student. We offer a wide variety of clubs, teams, trips, and fun school 
spirit events to enrich your experience at Ottewell. By getting involved 
you will meet new friends, develop your leadership skills and, most 
importantly, create fond school memories. Take a look at what we 
offer and you will find that there really is something for everyone at 
Ottewell. Plus, if you want to start a new club you can ask a teacher for sup-
port and get one going!

Student Senate

The Ottewell Junior Student Senate provides student voice on educational 
matters at Ottewell School. Representing each of the school’s homerooms, 
Student Senators work with the school administration to provide 
suggestions and feedback on how to support the vision, mission and 
priorities of Edmonton Public Schools and our cornerstone values of 
accountability, collaboration, equity and integrity. In their work, Senators 
provide suggestions and feedback on how to support our school motto 
“Where excellence is the standard”. They will also engage with Ottewell 
students to gather and share information and then provide feedback to the 
Junior Senate and school administration.  Our Student Senators 
demonstrate a commitment to learning and citizenship through school 
attendance, academic effort, and behaviours and attitudes that contribute 
to a positive environment, both in school and community.

Here is just a sample of the clubs, activities and 
leadership opportunities available. Student 
clubs are voluntary, open to all grade levels, and 
are held at lunch or after school.

• Archery
• Chinese Dance
• Citadel Theatre
• Computers
• Concert Band
• Drama Productions
• GSA
• Halloweek activities
• Jazz Band
• Library Club
• Regional and National Math Competitions
• Robotics Team
• Science Olympics
• Skiing and Snowboarding
• Writing Competitions
• Spirit Days
• Talent Show
• Touch of Class Dance
• Welcome Week

. . . .and much more!
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FAFAQQss
What is homeroom?
You will be assigned to a homeroom consisting of stu-
dents in your grade only. Each class of students stays 
together for instruction in Language Arts, Social Studies, 
Science, Math and Physical Education. As a result, they 
get to know each other well and a positive class spirit 
develops quickly. Each homeroom class also serves as an 
intramural team for the school year. This helps to build 
class spirit and camaraderie.

For grade 7 students, you will meet your homeroom 
teacher when you arrive at school for Grade 7 Sneak-a-
Peek or on the first day of school. Your homeroom 
teacher is the class advisor who is there to assist students 
through-out the school year. They are the first and main 
contact person for students and parents.

What happens at lunch time?
Our lunch period is 55 minutes long. During this time 
a number of activities are available for students. We also 
have several microwave ovens throughout the school so 
that students can heat their food items. There is no separ-
ate lunchroom. Students may eat in available homerooms, 
hallways, library or outside when the weather is 
appropriate. Our school store is also open on select days. 

What supplies will I need?
A list of recommended supplies will be mailed to regis-
tered grade 7 students in June. Generally, expect that you 
will need: binders, duo tangs, notebooks, loose leaf paper, 
a calculator, a geometry set, pens, pencils, something to 
carry your materials in and gym clothes (shorts, t-shirt, 
runners). 

Individual teach-ers will clarify how they want you to 
organize notes for them in their first meetings with you 
in September.

Are there fees?
Required fees include those for textbook deposit, student 
activity fee and fees for option courses including an in-
strument rental fee for the band program, 

Detailed information will be provided to all students in 
September.

Will I have a locker?
Personal belongings are stored in a locker that will be as-
signed to you by your homeroom teacher. As you 
move from class to class throughout the day, you will 
need to carry the books and materials that you need. 
You will be assigned a locker near your homeroom and 
should not share the space or the combination number 
code of your lock with other students. All students are 
required to submit the combination for their lock to 
their homeroom teacher.
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How many teachers will I have?
In some cases, you will have the same teacher for integrat-
ed Language Arts and Social Studies programs. In other 
cases, you can expect to have a different teacher for each 
core subject area. You will likely have your homeroom 
teacher for at least one subject.

How will my attendance 
be monitored?
Your attendance is monitored every day and in every class. 
You will be required to be much more independent at 
junior high. We encourage you to use a personal student 
agenda or daytimer to help you keep yourself organized. 
Students are expected to come to school and classes on 
time. If you are late, you will need to get a late slip signed 
at the office before reporting to class. If you are late or ab-
sent, your parents are required to email or call the school 
to let us know (we can be reached 24 hours/day at 780-
466-7331). Our automated phone out system will call 
your home if you are absent and we haven’t heard from 
your parents. If you leave the school early, or you arrive 
late, you need to sign in or out at the office. Attendance 
is carefully monitored by teachers and our office staff be-
cause student safety is our priority.

What happens if I have a problem?
If you share your concerns with our counsellor or a staff 
member, we are more able to help you address the problem. 
If you keep the problem to yourself, it is more difficult for 
us to help you. We find that concerns are resolved faster if 
you ask for assistance and we are always here to help!

How will the school communicate 
with my parents?
Parents can expect to hear from your teachers frequently 
through emails, SchoolZone, phone calls, assignments 
sent home for parental signature, interim reports or 
progress reports. Student progress reports will be posted 
on SchoolZone in December, March, and June. Open 
communication is invited and encouraged. If you have 
questions or concerns or wish a conference with staff, you 
only need to ask!

At Ottewell School, we know that parent interest and 
involvement in their child’s learning is the single most 
determining factor in positive student academic achieve-
ment. We provide the following services to parents and 
encourage their active participation in your education:

• School Council or Parent Advisory Committee
which meets two to three times per year

• progress reports and monthly interim reports
• student/parent/teacher conferences scheduled twice

yearly and/or as requested
• multiple opportunities for students to complete

Formative and Summative assessments
• regular school-to-home communication
• SchoolZone and Ottewell’s website http://ottewell.

epsb.ca/
• Google Classroom
• weekly school newsletter with calendar and events

How many report cards are there?
Individual Student Reports are issued in October, 
November, January, March, and May. Three progress 
reports are issued during the year in December, March, 
and June. These reports cover achievement in core and 
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option courses and provide attendance summaries. At the 
beginning of the year, each teacher provides students and 
parents with a course outline, which indicates how stu-
dents will be evaluated. Teachers may choose to upload to 
SchoolZone on a more frequent basis.

What about homework and 
completion of Formative and 
Summative assessments?
Homework is an essential part of the junior high school 
routine. Developing good study habits can ensure success 
in all future studies. As a guide, students should expect 
math practice and should be reading for enjoyment as a 
part of their nightly routine. In addition, students may 
need to dedicate some time to practice or study in 
other subjects.

Assessments play a critical role in demonstrating and re-
inforcing the learning process, and therefore, in determin-
ing Progress Report marks throughout the year. Students 
and parents can access homework by communicating 
with classroom teachers and often through 
SchoolZone.

At Ottewell we have a zero tolerance for non-completion of 
assessments. Students who have not completed 
homework or have outstanding assessments will be 
required to at-tend assessment catch-up sessions at 
lunch, dedicated to the completion of formative and 
summative assignments. These daily sessions are 
another indication of our con-tinued commitment to 
helping all students achieve to the best of their abilities.

Can I bring my cell phone, iPod, iPad 
or laptop computer to school?
You are welcome to bring any of these electronic devices 
to school. iPads and laptop computers may be taken 
to classes if they are used for educational purposes and 
you have discussed this with your teacher in advance 
(i.e. note-taking, research, written assignments). Cell 
phones, iPods, and other electronic devices may be used in 
the halls before block 1, during lunch break and after 
school only. They must be turned off and left in 
lockers while classes are in session unless otherwise 
stated by the teacher. Note: All personal electronic 
devices brought to school are the responsibility of the 
individual student. 

What are Houses?
Each Ottewell student belongs to a "house", comprised of 
students from grades 7 to 9. Over the year, students will 
work individually and collaboratively on challenges and 
activities to collect points for their house. The house 
with the MOST points at the end of the year wins a 
special reward to celebrate their victory.  
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Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Period 1 Math Language Arts Physical Education

Option B

(Full year, semester or 
trimester depending on 

the option)

Social Studies

Period 2
Option A

(Full year, semester or 
trimester depending on 

the option)

Social Studies Math Science Language Arts

Snack Break

Period 3 Language Arts Math Second Language 
(French or Mandarin) Social Studies Physical Education

Period 4 Science Physical Education

Option A

(Full year, semester or 
trimester depending on 

the option)

Language Arts Second Language 
(French or Mandarin)

Lunch

Period 5 Second Language 
(French or Mandarin)

Option B

(Full year, semester or 
trimester depending on 

the option)

Language Arts Math Science

Period 6
Option B

(Full year, semester or 
trimester depending on 

the option)

Science Social Studies
Early Dismissal 

Classes finish at 2:11 
PM

Option A

(Full year, semester or 
trimester depending on 

the option)
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What will my daily 
schedule look like?
Each student will receive their own personalized 
schedule. Typically you will stay together with 
your homeroom for your core classes but will join 
students from other classes for languages, physical 
education and option classes. 
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Edmonton Public Schools is helping to shape the future in every one of our classrooms. 
We’re focused on ensuring each student learns to their full potential and develops the ability, passion 

and imagination to pursue their dreams and contribute to their community

9435 73 St NW Edmonton AB T6B 2A9
T 780-466-7331 F 780-465-5674
E ottewell@epsb.ca   ottewell.epsb.caOttewell School

Find Excellence at Ottewell 
Ottewell Open House

Thursday, February 8th, 2024 
5:00 to 7:00 pm

Presentations in the Gym at 5:00 and repeats at 6:00 pm

Visit Ottewell.epsb.ca for access to all  of our online tools such as 
our digital viewbook  ,  registration information, program 

descriptions  and a 3D virtual tour!  




